
 

 

 



Increasing student motivation for learning and increasing 

ability to apply knowledge in a Real World Setting 

Students develop a sense of time along a continuum, where 

there are stages in one’s life through artistic portrayal of the 

text 

The events in Gan Eden can be explained as three stages in a 

person’s life: 

 

 
1. Childhood- “And they were naked and not 

embarrassed. We know that children are not ashamed 

to appear naked, and so this first stage is one of 

innocence and naivete. 

2. Moment of transformation-Teenage years-The stage 

when young adults face temptation and must decide for 

themselves which is the appropriate action to take. 

Should they follow the advice of “the snake” and “eat 

the fruit”, thereby submitting to temptation or not. 

3. No return-Once one has given in to temptation, one’s 

“eyes have been opened” and one cannot turn back to 

innocence. It is the stage of adulthood, the time when you 

must become dependent, earning a living by the sweat of 

your brow, enduring painful childbirth, and being banished 

from the naïve idea of a “perfect life” which lasts forever. 

Below is a student ‘s creative explanation of the three 

stages. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We 

can understand and identify the quotes above because we can 

relate to them through our own lives. The first stage of our 

lives - we are influenced and vulnerable. The second stage - 

teenagers - we are curious and take risks. The last stage - 

adulthood - we are mature and can care for ourselves. 

Topics  Gan Eden 

Big Idea-Choices 

Have 

Consequences 

Essential 

Questions- 

How do symbols 

and metaphors 

convey meaning? 

How can we 

interpret the 

purposeful actions 

of God, the snake 

and Adam and 

Eve? 

What symbolic 

meaning do the 

Tree of Knowledge 

of Good and Evil 

and the Tree of 

Life carry? 

Use of metaphor and 

symbolism 

Gan Eden= perfection 

Nakedness= naivete, 

innocence 

Adam and Eve before 

eating the fruit 

Snake and fruit 

“And their eyes were 

opened”- Adam and 

Eve underwent a 

transformation and 

they could not return 

to their former stage of 

innocent existence 

Tree of knowledge of 

good and evil=choices 

we must make in life 

Tree of life=eternal life 

Punishment by G-d= 

earning living by the 

sweat of your brow, 

painful childbirth, 

banishment-=reality of 

living a normal 

existence. 

Concepts-use of Big 

Ideas and Essential 

Questions 



Topics 

Cain and Abel-perek 4:1-16 

Concepts 

Big Idea, Essential Questions 

Parental 

Favoritism 

Jealousy 

Control of evil 

inclination Murder 

Punishmen

t 

Wandering 

 

Read and discuss text  

Student Activity: Express the idea of jealousy 
-The eye of Jealousy Artistic Interpretation  

Text to text 

*Biblical verses 4:1-16 

*Steinbeck-selected passages , Focus on “Timshol” 

* TV series East of Eden –clip on Timshol 

* Elia Kazan Film East of Eden 

*  
* Text to Text 
* Worksheet: Compare/Contrast Biblical text, 

Steinbeck, TV clip and Film 
*  
* Focus: השומר אחי אנוכי 
* Students consider examples of individuals they 

consider Upstanders, paralleling their study in 
English,Social Studies and Jewish History of this 
subject.  Students review the teaching studied in the 
past, אל תעמוד על דם רעיך 

*  
* Example given by students: Oscar Schindler 
* Show youtube clip on Saving a life. 
* Students draw conclusion that this verse echoes the 

previously studied text related to creation of human 
beings, בצלם אלוקים 

* Exit activity-Students writ on an index card the 
connections between the Big Ideas (Am I My 
Brother’s Keeper, If You save one life, it is as if 
You Save the World).  

*  

 

  
 

 

 

Experiences that heighten student motivation for learning and 

increase ability to apply knowledge in a real world setting 



 

 

Topics 

Cain and Abel 

Concepts Experiences that heighten student motivation for learning 

and increase ability to apply knowledge in a real world 

setting 

 
 

Parental favoritism 

Jealousy 

Control of evil intention 

Murder 

Punishment 

Wandering 

Big Idea: Choices 

Have 

Consequences: We 

have the ability to 

control our 

inclinations 

Essential Questions: 
 

 
How can we control 

our inclinations? 

Why do we allow 

our emotions to 

overpower us? 

 

 
How should one 

punish murder? 

Is there ever a time 

when I am not 

responsible for my 

fellow human 

being? 

Text to Text 
Worksheet: Compare/Contrast Biblical text, 
Steinbeck, TV clip and Film 
 
Focus: השומר אחי אנוכי 
Students consider examples of individuals 
they consider Upstanders, paralleling their 
study in English,Social Studies and Jewish 
History of this subject.  Students review the 
teaching studied in the past,  אל תעמוד על
 דם רעיך
 
Example given by students: Oscar 
Schindler 
Show youtube clip on Saving a life. 
Students draw conclusion that this verse 
echoes the previously studied text related 
to creation of human beings, בצלם אלוקים 
Exit activity-Students writ on an index card 
the connections between the Big Ideas (Am 
I My Brother’s Keeper, If You save one 
life, it is as if You Save the World).  
 
 



Topic: Abraham-perakim 12-21Sarah 

Hagar, Ishmael 

The man of faith 

The loyal family member 

The honorable one who deals with kings 

The man of peace 

The troubled husband and father 

The desperate wife 

The suffering maidservant 

Concepts Big Idea 

Essential Questions 

Every person possesses strengths 

and weaknesses 

 

 
How is character formed? 

How does one achieve greatness? 

How should a leader respond to 

personal challenges? 

Experiences that heighten student motivation for 

learning and increase ability to apply knowledge 

in a real world setting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic The Akedah  perek 22 Concepts 
 

Big Ideas 

 

Compare structure to perek 21 

Everyone is tested in life 

Inner struggle for competing 

loyalties 

 The challenges of Faith 

Hineini-I am here for you 
 
Essential Questions 
 
Why must we be tested? 
How can we “pass” the test? 
What happens if we “fail” the 
test? 
Are you really listening to me? 
How can I be there for you? 
 

 

Character Study and Collage-Students select four-
six verses from perakim 12-15 that describe 
Abraham according to the characteristics student 
have identified. They create a collage displaying the 
verses they have written intertwined with the pictorial 
depiction. 
 

Simulation-Students write a diary entry and a 
dialogue in which they simulate one of the figures in 
the “eternal triangle”-Abraham, Sarah or 
Hagar.  They express their feelings reflecting the 
jealousy felt by Sarah at Hagar’s pregnancy, of 
Hagar’s suffering at the hand of Sarah and of the 
indifference of Abraham to Hagar’s fate. 
 

Text to World 

Student Interpretation of selected verses through the 
lens of their present day world-worksheet attached 

 

Tests in one’s own life-in Hevruta students make a listing 
of “tests” (other than school exams) that one must 
undergo (such as maintaining friendship, standing up to 
bullying, discrimination, relating to parents as one 
becomes more independent, starting a new school or job 
or moving to a new community, overcoming a lost love, 
enduring an illness or losing a loved one). 
 

Compare the structure of perek 21 verses _____ to _ 
and perek, 22  verses ____ to ____ show the 
commonalities of Hagar’s departure from her home with 
Abraham’s departure for Har HaMoriya. 
Compassion for characters. (see thetorah.com) 
 

The Akeda in Art-power point of famous classic and 
modern artistic interpretations featuring the scenes 
in perek 22, 1-19.  In Hevruta, students discuss the 
paintings and describe the differences in the artist’s 
depiction of the characters, their expressions, the use of 
color and they record their observations. 
 

Big Picture Silent Conversation- It can be determined 
that a key word in the Torah, HINEINI which appears 
three times in this text is a very “weighty” term, a 
resounding I AM HERE .I am here for you. I am present 
because you need me. You know where I am so you 
must be asking a different question, such as why are you 
doing what you are doing, or Listen to me when I call 
your name..what I (G-d am telling you is of utmost 
importance) 
 

Experiences that heighten student motivation 

for learning and increase ability to apply 

knowledge in a real world setting 

 Compare structure with perek 21  

G-d the tester 

*   Abraham the lonely father 

*Isaac the detached son  

*Test as challenge of 

faith 

*Purpose of test 

 



 

Big Ideas 
Personal Growth 
Family Relationships are Complex 
 
Essential Questions 
How can one grow and change? 
Why are family relationships complex? 
How can we improve our family 
relationships? 
 
 

Experiences that heighten student 

motivation for learning and increase 

ability to apply knowledge in a real world 

setting 

 
Jacob’s Favoritism 
Joseph Self-Absorbed 
The Brother’s Jealousy 
Joseph Sold into Slavery 
Joseph in Egypt 
Joseph Resists 
Temptation 
Joseph Falsely Accused 
The Interpreter of 
Pharaoh’s Dreams 
Joseph-The Vizier to 
Pharaoh 
Joseph Forgives his 
Brothers, but does not 
forget 
 

Study of selected text in perakim 37-45 
 
Article by Elie Wiesel (see attachment) 
 
Art piece- Four stages in Joseph’s life 
(see attachment) 

 
Student centered project: Sample-Power 
point (see attachment) 
 
Assessment (see attachment) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Topics Concepts 


