
Letters from students: 

Miss you Sara 

From: Dani Fried 
To: Sara Kornfeld 
Date: Sun, Oct 30, 2011 6:59 pm 
Hi Sara, 
  Long time no talk! I just wanted to email you first of all to apologize. I 
am so sorry I have lost touch this past year. You made an enormous 
impact on my life and for me to have shortly lost communication with 
someone so near and dear to my heart is not right. I also wanted to thank 
you. Sara you truly have impacted my life in so many ways and I want you 
to know that you are greatly appreciated. Not only were you one of the 
most inspiring and influential teachers I ever had the privilege of having, 
but you also taught me so many life skills that come in handy to this day. 
You introduced me to Change the World, and you showed me how to be a 
better person and not to take what we have for granted. I can honestly 
say I am a more generous person because of Change the World. i acquired 
the speaking skills I required to be able to dominate in both speech and 
debate and DECA because of all of the amazing places I had the honor to 
speak. Not only were you an incredible leader to me, you were there even 
after Change the World fell behind on my priority list. You wrote me letters 
of recommendation, boosting my confidence and my pride in the work that 
I had to for Change the World. and even now, while I'm in college, your 
advice and teachings are tremendous assets to me. I am currently in a 
public speaking class for my communications and journalism major. This 
lecture contains about 300 students, therefore the lecture is split up into 
smaller classes called recitations in order for the students to retain the 
information. This past week, we have been giving our persuasive 
speeches. these speeches are 7 minutes long presentations on an issue 
that appeals to you. I spoke, of course, about Darfur. My class enjoyed my 
presentation so much, that I was elected by my peers to present my 
speech in front of the 300 student lecture hall... and you were there with 
me the entire time. I still remember bits and pieces of each speech that I 
gave. I still remember how proud I was to be a part of Change the World. 
I am so sorry it took me so long to voice all of this to you, but Sara you 
are not only making a difference in the lives of families and children in 
Darfur, you are changing the lives of every student that have 
the privilege to sit in your class. Please keep and touch and give my love 
to the family (including Mohamed, Suat, and all of our wonderful 



wonderful counterparts and emissaries). 
Love and Appreciation always, Dani 
 
Talia: In the reality of life nothing anyone does is done because of what they 
personality think. Every action is a result of someone else, every opinion and 
thought formulated is because of something that was heard or witnessed. I 
strongly believe that what people say or do shapes who we all become. It has 
come to my attention that the future that I am striving for is the result of the 
thoughts and actions of someone else.  

 I walked into class on the first day of school fully self absorbed and 
unaware of what was going on outside of my life. My teacher Sara Kornfeld 
rambled on about some horrific atrocity that was affecting some group of people 
in some other part of the world. As I sat in the class I could not have been paying 
any more attention to what she was saying then anyone else in the class. 
Surprisingly at the end of the day I found myself repeating her words “people 
around the world need help, and we are the ones who are able to help them.” I 
really was not paying that much attention in her class, yet still I had been 
influenced by her thoughts.  

 Over the next five years I became more and more passionate about the 
community. I became actively volunteering in the community, and it truly was 
because I enjoyed doing it. Regardless of how much I enjoy doing volunteer 
work, I still cannot claim the concept as my own, I am passionate about volunteer 
work only because of an eighth grade teacher that I did not even have for a full 
year, simply one semester was all it took.  

 Not only did Sara have a passion for volunteering, but she constantly 
expressed a passion for helping people in Africa, a place far away that would 
never really capture the eye of the average teenager. I knew about the problems 
in Africa, but before eighth grade I never really cared. Africa was not a place that 
I, a thirteen year old girl, could help in anyway; it was simply to far away. 
Eventually I became fascinated with Africa, I left her class at the end of eighth 
grade absolutely positive of what I wanted to do with my life, and I wanted to 
become an international civil rights attorney, working to help people in Africa with 
virtually no civil rights. It was not only me who came to that conclusion, but it was 
also because of the thoughts and opinions of Sara Kornfeld. 

 Regardless of how self sufficient or independent a person may claim to be 
one is always making decisions based on the opinions of others. My decision to 
want to move to Africa is entirely because of someone else. In today’s society it 
is almost impossible to live a life without being influenced, especially as students, 
everyday students go to school, and are influenced by their teachers and peers.  
No one can honestly say they are not influenced by the opinions of others, 
because in order to learn something one has to be taught by someone or 
something.  



Zoe: I also wanted to tell you how much you've mattered to me during my time at 
RMHA and beyond.  I am confident that, without having been in your Tikun Olam 
course, I wouldn't have found my true passion - the environment - as swiftly.  You 
may remember that I made calendars to raise money for the Foundation for 
Colorado State Parks when pine beetle infestation was really bad.  I was never 
before so passionate about a grade-school project, and I'll tell you why...  You 
entrusted your students with the freedom to explore realms that sincerely piqued 
our interest, but still gave us plenty of guidance if we needed help finding proper 
contacts and such, you encouraged and challenged us to go beyond what we 
thought we were capable of, *and most importantly* your class taught us true, 
applicable morals.  More than any class at that school, yours taught compassion, 
how to be a good human being, and to be positive, active members of our 
society. 

 

 
 

 

	


