
Unit Plan: The World We Live In 

 

Timeline: 6-8 weeks Unit Number: 5/6 

Big Idea 

 A region’s physical characteristics, climate, and history 

work together to form its culture, people, and ways of life 

 Where we live affects how we live. 

Essential Questions 

 What kinds of important information can we learn from 

maps of the world and globes? 

 How does a region’s environment, climate and history 

affect its people and culture? 

 What are the similarities and differences between how 

people from various countries meet their basic needs and 

carry out their traditions? 

 How do people express their culture? (drama, art, music, 

etc.) 

Judaic Connections 

 Passover Traditions Around the World 

 Purim Customs Around the World  

To Know 

 Mapping Skills 

o The world is divided into countries, continents and 

regions 

 Communities around the world 

 Taking jot notes 

 Turning notes into paragraphs  

 Comparing and contrasting information from various 

sources  

To Do 

 Demonstrate understanding that the world is made up of 

countries, continents, regions 

 Describe the relationship between location and climate 

 Describe similarities and differences in how needs are met 

related to location 

 Compare/analyse Purim and Passover Traditions (and 

relate to location/climate) 

Learning Goal/Success Criteria 

 

We are learning about the world we live in. 

 

We can: 

 Analyse and describe maps (continents, bodies of water, poles, hemispheres, cardinal directions) 

 Describe the wants and needs of communities in different parts of the world 
  



Lessons 

Lesson 1 

Introduction to Maps 

 Use SMARTBoard lesson in conjunction with Google Maps to identify continents, countries, regions, etc. 

 Review geometry language to relay concept that earth is a sphere; half the earth is a hemisphere 

 Locate Canada, Ontario, Toronto, Neighbourhood on a map 

 Craft: Me on the Map (appendix a) 

Lesson 2 

Maps Continued 

 Review and introduce 7 continents, equator, lines of longitude, latitude, bodies of water 

 Use atlases to conduct group scavenger hunt looking for aforementioned concepts (appendix b) 

Lesson 3  

Food of the World 

Use food labels to identify where foods come from; place on world map 

 Is the location important to the product? 

o E.g., Why aren’t bananas grown in Winnipeg? (appendix c) 

Lesson 4  

Needs and Wants 

 Think-Pair-Share 

o Brainstorm list of basic needs 

 Read: Show pictures from Material World by Peter Menzal 

 During share, what are needs?  What are wants? 

 Discuss with a partner and answer on cue card 

o Do you think the children in these pictures have the same needs and wants?  Why or why not? 

Lesson 5 

Needs and Wants Continued 

 Repeat exercise from Lesson 4 using What the World Eats by Peter Menzal  

Lesson 6  

Jot Notes 

 Shared reading/writing exercise  

o Read book on SMARTBoard: Brazil (Source: Reading A-Z, Nonfiction) 

o Collaboratively highlight important information  

o Transfer important information into succinct, paraphrased notes 

Lesson 7 

Turning Notes into Paragraphs 

 Review success criteria for a paragraph (topic sentence, three supporting details, conclusion) 



 Shared reading/writing exercise 

o Using the notes from Lesson 6, collaboratively write a first draft of a paragraph 

Lesson 8 (Time of Year Dependent) 

Purim Traditions Around the World 

 In small groups, students read short excerpts about a Purim tradition in another part of the world 

 Practise skill of highlighting and writing jot notes  

 Using recycled materials, students work collaboratively to create a visual representation of the tradition  

 Purim Around the World language arts follow Up (Appendix d) 

Lesson 9 (Time of Year Dependent) 

Passover Traditions Around the World 

 In small groups students highlight, take jot notes, and write short paragraphs using Tami Lehman-Wilzig’s Passover Around 

the World 

 Each group focuses on a different part of the world 

 Paragraphs should be edited, revised, and rewritten to create a class book about Passover Around the World (appendix 

e) 

Lesson 10 (Time of Year Dependent) 

Passover Stations 

Station #1 – Making charoset using recipes from different countries (followed up with conversation about why certain 

countries use different ingredients)  

Station #2 – Origami frogs 

Station #3 – Passover Trivia and games 

Station #4 – Haggadah Scavenger Hunt 

Lesson 11-15 

Country Research 

 Review how to navigate a non-fiction text (table of contents, index, glossary, etc.) 

 Review rubric of research assignment and highlight expectations 

 Guided by the research booklet provided, students research country of their choosing (appendix f) 

 Students use library books and online sources for research 

Lesson 16-18 

Letter Writing 

 Introduce parts of a letter (heading, greeting, body, closing, signature)  

 Engage in shared reading of several postcards from “Around the World” (appendix g) 

 Model writing a postcard from the perspective of someone living in Toronto, including all the parts of a letter and 

incorporating country research 

 Task: Students will be writing a letter to their families from the perspective of someone living in their research country. 

o Review five parts of a letter 



o Review learning goal and success criteria 

o Review where to find information they need 

 Postcards are to be shared with families during Family Education 

Lesson 18-22 

Artifacts 

 Guided by their research, students create artifacts to fill a “suitcase” to represent their learning   

o Artifacts are created using multimedia and art supplies 

 Students write explanatory cue cards with 2-3 sentences to accompany each artefact 

 Early finishers can work on Language arts activity: Find and Correct the Mistakes (appendix h) 

Lesson 23 

Travel Around the World 

 Students take a “trip around the world” 

o Half of the class presents their “suitcase” with artifacts and cue cards, as the other half visits their countries 

o Presenters practise oral presentation skills 

o At each visit, students get a stamp in their passport 

Lesson 24-28 

Child Dreamers 

 Read Malala, a Brave Girl From Pakistan/Iqbal, a brave boy from Pakistan: Two Stories of Bravery by Jeanette Winter and 

have class discussion about childhood dreamers – who they are, what their dreams are, and how they are being 

accomplished (appendix j) 

 In pairs, students read and complete research (highlight, jot notes) about dreamer of interest 

 Write a letter from the perspective of their dreamer to inspire other children 

 Practise: parts of a letter, voice, parts of speech, capitalization, punctuation and spelling 

  



Special Events and Supplementary Activities 

Family Education 

 See appendix i 

TIFF Field Trip 

 Students visit the Children’s International Festival at TIFF Lightbox to see a series of short films from countries across the 

globe. Upon returning, students write reviews of the films 

o Develop criteria for what makes a good film 

o Plan a review (topic sentence, 2-4 supporting details, conclusion) 

o Draft, revise and edit a film review  

Field Trip “Around the World” in our City  

 1-2 days before the field trip, a photographer visits the class for a photography workshop 

 Students learn how to take different styles (birds eye view, portrait, landscape, etc. ) of photographs in preparation for 

creating an “Around the World Photography Exhibit” 

 On the morning of the field trip, students bring their passports and visit various “countries” where they experience part of 

the culture and learn about the country’s history. 

o India- Short yoga class at yoga studio, chai tea follow up 

o Thailand- Muay Thai class and history of Muay Thai 

o Philippines- Visit Filipino community centre and learn about peaceful protesters of the Philippines.  

o Israel- Visit the oldest synagogue in Toronto 

 In the afternoon students split into groups to explore Chinatown and the ethnically diverse Kensington Market to take 

photographs of different cultures 

 Upon to returning to school, students use school computers to load, edit, and curate their photographs 

 Students create titles and frames for their photographs and display them for the school community to see 

Speakers from the Community 

 Parents and friends of students were invited into the classroom to present about their country of origin 

 Presenters include aspects such as food, culture, history, geography, and sports 

Dance Around the World 

 Students participate in dance workshops including, samba, tango, salsa, “Bollywood”, and hip hop 

Assessment 

Diagnostic Formative Summative 

 Anecdotal  Me on the Map 

 Needs and wants cue cards 

 Purim/Passover note taking exercise 

 Research booklet 

 Final “suitcase” project (artifacts and 

cue cards) and presentation 

 Content of photographs 

 Film Review 

 


