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The Shema must be said with intense concentration. In the first paragraph one
should accept, with love, the sovereignty of God; in the second, the mitzvot as the
will of God. The end of the third paragraph constitutes fulfillment of the mitzva to

remesnber, morning and evening, the exodus from Egypt. See laws 346-355.

When not praying with a minyan, say:
God, faithful King!

The following verse should be said aloud, while covering the eyes with the right hand:

Listen, Israel: the LorD is our God,  "**
the LORD is One.

Quietly: Blessed be the name of His glorious kingdom for ever and all time.

Touch the hand-tefillin at * and the head-tefillin at ™.
naK1 Love the Lorp your God with all your heart, with all your Deut.s
soul, and with all your might. These words which I command you
today shall be on your heart. Teach them repeatedly to your chil-
dren, speaking of them when you sit at home and when you travel
on the way, when you lie down and when you rise. °Bind them as
a sign on your hand, and “°they shall be an emblem between your
eyes. Write them on the doorposts of your house and gates.

Touch the hand-tefillin at * and the head-tefillin at >
M If you indeed heed My commandments with which I charge Deut.z
you today, to love the LORD your God and worship Him with all
your heart and with all your soul, I will give rain in your land in its
season, the early and late rain; and you shall gather in your grain,
wine and oil. I will give grass in your field for your cattle, and you
shall eat and be satisfied. Be careful lest your heart be tempted and

biblical readings. It is less a prayer than a prelude to prayer. In prayer, we
speak to God. In the Shema, God, through the Torah, speaks to us. The word
Shema itself means “listen,” and the recital of the Shema is a supreme act of
faith-as-listening: to the voice that brought the universe into being, created
usin love and guides us through our lives.

The first paragraph represents kabbalat ol malkhut shamayim, “acceptance
of the yoke of the kingship of heaven.” We pledge allegiance to the One God,
Sovereign of the universe, to whose authority all earthly powers are answer-

Reproduced with permission of Koren Publishers Jerusalem, Copyright © 2009 Rabbi Jonathan Sacks
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you go astray and worship other gods, bowing down to them. Then
the LorD’s anger will flare against you and He will close the heav-
ens so that there will be no rain. The land will not yield its crops,
and you will perish swiftly from the good land that the Lorp is
giving you. Therefore, set these, My words, on your heart and soul.
°Bind them as a sign on your hand, °°and they shall be an emblem
between your eyes. Teach them to your children, speaking of them
when you sit at home and when you travel on the way, when you
lie down and when you rise. Write them on the doorposts of your
house and gates, so that you and your children maylive long in the
land that the LoRD swore to your ancestors to give them, for as long
as the heavens are above the earth.

Transfer the tzitziot to the right hand, kissing them at °.

91%" The Lorp spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the Israelites Num.is
and tell them to make °tassels on the corners of their garments
for all generations. They shall attach to the °tassel at each corner
a thread of blue. This shall be your °tassel, and you shall see it
and remember all of the LorD’s commandments and keep them,
not straying after your heart and after your eyes, following your
own sinful desires. Thus you will be reminded to keep all My
commandments, and be holy to your God. I am the LorD your
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God.
I am the Lorp your God.

“True —

The Leader repeats:
» The LorD your God is true —

commandments.” Whereas the first paragraph speaks to us asindividuals, the
second speaks to us as a people, defined by our covenant with God and its
613 commandments. “Our nation is only a nation in virtue of its Torah,” said
Rabbi Sa’adia Gaon, and our collective fate depends on our collective faith.
The third paragraph speaks of tzitzit, a perennial reminder of God’s com-
mandments. It then leads into the theme of the exodus from Egypt, which
we are commanded to remember “all the days of our lives.”

Reproduced with permission of Koren Publishers Jerusalem, Copyright © 2009 Rabbi Jonathan Sacks
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Sefer Ha-Chinuch is a work about the 613 commandments. This work is based on
Maimonides' listing of the mitzvot, and is arranged according to the weekly Torah portion. Four
aspects of every mitzvah are discussed in Sefer Ha-Chinuch: (1) the definition of the mitzvah
and its sources in the Written and Oral Torah; (2) lessons which can be deduced from the
mitzvah; (3) basic laws pertaining to observance of the mitzvah, including the penalty for its
violation; (4) who is obligated to perform the mitzvah and when. This work was composed in the
thirteenth century by a member of Ramban'’s school, who refers to himself in the introduction to
the book as "the Levite of Barcelona”. However, it is unkonw who the author is. Some say that
it was R. Aharon Ha-Levi of Barcelona (Ra'ah), while other scholars attribute the work to R.
Pinchas Ha-Levi, the older brother and teacher of Ra'ah, but it would appear that the author was
actually a student of Rashba. Sefer Ha-Chinuch was first published in Venice in 1523.

(from Bar llan Responsa Project)
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R. Yoseph b"r Moshe Babad was born in 1801 in Galicia to a distinguished rabbinic family. As a
child he was known as a prodigy, and later served as rabbi in a number of towns in Galicia and
Poland. In 1857 he was appointed rabbi of Tarnopol, serving in that rabbinate until his death in
1874. He was close to a number of Chassidic rebbes, and had friendly relations with the great
rabbis of his generation. R. Yoseph is most famous for his work, Minchat Chinuch, a
commentary to the Sefer HaChinuch, ascribed to Re'ah. The work contains a singular, scholarly
expansion of most of the topics discussed in the Sefer HaChinuch, offering various possibilities,
including actual, legal and theoretical for each issue. The work has been published a numerous
times.

(from Bar llan Responsa Project)
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JONAH BEN ABRAHAM GERONDI (c. 1200-1263), Spanish rabbi, author, and moralist. In
his youth Gerondi studied in the French yeshivot under Moses b. Shneur and his
brother*Samuel of Evreux, and later under *Solomon b. Abraham of Montpellier. When in 1232
the latter began his campaign against Maimonides' philosophical works, Jonah followed his
teacher and became one of his most devoted assistants in the conflict, which ended, according to
tradition, in the burning of these books by the Inquisition. A few years later, in 1240, in the same
square in which Maimonides' books had been burnt, tractates of the Talmud were burnt and
Jonah saw this as divine retribution. Tradition has it that he repented, proclaiming in the
synagogues: "I undertake to prostrate myself at Maimonides' grave and to confess that | spoke
and sinned against his books" (letter of Hillel of Verona). Consequently, Jonah devoted himself
to the study of Maimonides' works. Legend tells that Jonah tried to travel to Erez Israel to ask
forgiveness at Maimonides' grave, but was delayed in Toledo, where he later died violently.
Modern scholars disagree as to the veracity of this account. Everyone is in agreement that Jonah
reversed his opinion of Maimonides in the latter part of his life. Gerondi was in contact

with *Isaac the Blind, son of*Abraham b. David of Posquieres, concerning Kabbalah.
Nahmanides was his cousin and in-law. Jonah returned from France to his birthplace, Gerona,
and began to preach publicly his torat ha-musar (doctrine of ethics and morality) — a subject
which was near to his heart all his life. Later he left Gerona and settled in Barcelona, where
pupils from Spain and elsewhere flocked to him. These included some of the outstanding rabbis
of the next generation, such as Solomon b. Abraham *Adret and *Hillel b. Samuel of Verona.
Years later, he left for Erez Israel, but on passing through Toledo, the Spanish community
approached him and importuned him to stay in the city for a year or two. He consented to remain
and established a large yeshivah there, and there he died.

Jonah was famous not only as a scholar, but as "father of the virtues" of piety, humility,
and ascetism. He acquired enduring fame through his ethical books. In these books he protested
forcefully against the many Spanish Jews who disregarded the mitzvot and against widespread
sexual immorality. He proclaimed a "ban on concubines” and reacted sharply to the failure of
society to keep the mitzvot governing the relations of man and his neighbor. Among the "ten
gravest sins of the generation™ which he specified, were: "disregarding the poor, slander,
senseless hatred, confusion of the heart, and causing others to fear." Jonah condemned the
actions of despots and tyrants, warning the large estate owners among the Jews of Spain against
using force to evict small landowners from their plots. Not content with warnings, Jonah called
for action and suggested that instead of strong community leaders who strike fear into the hearts
of the public, "in every town volunteers should be ready to take action whenever a Jewish man or
woman is in trouble” (ibid.). According to Jonah, communal activities should be incumbent on
every Jew and not confined to communal leaders (ibid.). Even prayer in time of public or private
sorrow and even the formulation of prayers are not matters for the pious or sages alone; it is the
duty of every man to pray "every day, in accordance with his ability, on behalf of all the sick
among the Holy People ... and for the release of all prisoners...."

Jonah was doubtless familiar with the teachings of the *Hasidei Ashkenaz, but his ethical
doctrine differed fundamentally from theirs. It was not based upon mystical speculation but on
thehalakhah and the popular aggadah. His ethical works were widely read. His repeated
emphasis on the practice of social justice and social ethics undoubtedly contributed to their
popularity throughout the Jewish world and to the influence they exercised upon the socio-
religious thinking of later generations.

Based on: http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/judaica/ejud_0002_0011_0_10243.html
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In 1492, when the Jews were expelled from Spain, Yaakov Ibn Chabib settled at Salonica
(Greece), and wrote his Ein Yaakov

The object of the author was to familiarize the public with the ethical spirit of Talmudic
literature; at the same time his notes were intended to refute the charges brought against the
Talmud by the numerous Spanish converts. The book, which thus appealed to the mass of the
unlearned, became very popular. It was often edited and annotated, and served as a text-book
of religious instruction. There are over thirty editions known; the latest (Vilna, 1883)
contains twenty commentaries, among them one which consists of selections from more than
one hundred homiletic works. Of the additions, the most important one is that of Leone di
Modena, under the title Ha-Boneh, which has appeared in all editions since 1684. The
author's intention was chiefly to propagate a more rationalistic view of the

Talmudic Haggadah.
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