
Grade 1 Chai Celebration Project:   

Exploring Local Community Heroes 

As part of their unit The Local Community, students divided into groups 

to meet and interview local heroes – those in our community who were 

dreamers and brought their dreams to fruition.  Each group visited one 

of the following establishments found in our school’s neighbourhood: 

1) Harbord Bakery 

2) Ahimsa Yoga 

3) Home Hardware 

4) Jaya Wellness Centre 

5) By the Way Café 

6) Crepes A-Go-Go  

 

Prior to the interviews, a parent of one of the students in the class who 

is a writer for a Toronto newspaper, visited the class to share her 

techniques when conducting interviews. 

 

When groups visited their assigned businesses, interview questions 

included: 

 What inspired you to create this business? 

 What skills or training did you have? 

 Where there any obstacles you faced? 

 Did you have to learn new things? 

 What emotions do you feel about your business? 

 How do you support the local community? 

 Do you have any rules that you need to follow? 



 What are some of your responsibilities? 

Students compared their findings with other groups, according to 

the topics/questions asked.   

 

After learning about their inspirations, challenges and advice for others, 

students wrote newspaper articles for their “Chai-lights of the 

Downtown Jewish Community” newspaper.  These collaborative 

articles were displayed at our Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ event 

(see Part 6.) 

 

 

 



 


