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A systematic approach toward helping students recognize and understand the
underpinnings of the halakhic system in Rabbinic Judaism is all too often lacking in the
_ current model of yeshiva high school education. Students can walk away with many
details of Torah and halakhic knowledge, but don’t have a sense of the “bigger picture.”

This is true both with respect to teaching the philosophy of halakhah and in terms of
helping students understand the process and methodology of halakhah. The curriculum of
Shalhevet High School represents a significant and serious attempt to address this lacuna
by giving students the opportunity to explore major topics within the realm of Rabbinic
legal theology as well as in the area of halakhic process and by introducing them to a
number of sugyot that demonstrate the halakhic process at work. It is a pleasure to be
involved in this project which will enable our students to achieve a broader and more
conceptual understanding of the halakhic system which is the foundation of the religious

life of our community.
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Please note:

Students in this course are expected to use a Tanakh alongside this reader. As a result, we invite you to refer to your
Tanakh where as indicated by a L in this table of contents for study of specific 077109. However, all instances in which
a commentary or peirush on Tanakh are to be studied have been included as sources in this reader.

Enjoy your learning,
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