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Chumash Skills for 9-10G Breishit 2016-2017 

Over the course of the year, we will be working in “centers” on the skills that are important for learning 

 There are many of these skills, but I have chosen what I think are the most fundamental ones and .חומש

listed them below. My goal is for each student in the class to grow individually, at their own pace and 

level, at every one of these skills.  

List of Skills:  

 Reading – קריאה  

o Students should read the Hebrew of the חומש with ease and comfort  

o Students should work towards the ability to read with expression and emotion  

 Translation  

o Students should be able to understand the basic structures of חומש sentences  

o Students should be able to translate פסוקים, mostly through their own knowledge  

o Students should gain familiarity with the use of dictionaries and/or translations to help 

them with words/phrases they don’t understand  

o Students should broaden their Hebrew vocabulary  

o Students should have an understanding of Biblical Hebrew grammar including:  

 Verbs:  

 Identification of שורש 

 בנין – at least קל and נפעל 

 זמן  

 Person  

 Prefixes and suffixes  

 ו ההיפוך  

 Analysis  

o Critical reading  

 Recognizing important characters, actions, and events  

 Recognizing gaps in the text 

 Asking good questions  

 Repeating words/phrases  

 Breaking large sections up into smaller chunks (and give them titles)  

 Parshanut  

o רש"י script 

o How to read מפרשים  

 General Knowledge of תנ"ך 

o Books of תנ"ך 

o פרשיות of the תורה  

o Basic chronology of תנ"ך  

 

For today, I will be assigning you a chavruta and as a group, you can decide which skill you’d like to work 

on 1st. Except for Skill #5 – that should be the last one that all groups work on.  
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Groups:  

Group 1  Nitza  

Shira  

Karina  

Group 2  Meital  

Shaked  

Group 3  Aviva  

Naomi 

Group 4  Livia 

Alyssa  
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Chumash Skills Sheet #1 – בראשית פרק יד 
 

Skill #1: קריאה  
Assignment:  Each member of your חברותא should practice reading the פרק to each other. Make sure 

you are paying attention to each other, noticing and pointing out each other’s mistakes, and (nicely) 

correcting each other. The first member of the group should read the first 5 פסוקים, then the other 

person read the next 5, etc., until you reach the end of the פרק, then read the whole פרק a second time, 

switching parts. For each group of 5 פסוקים, the listener should try to keep count of how many mistakes 

the reader made.  

 

 How Many Mistakes Did the 
Reader Make? 

ה-פסוקים א  
 

י-פסוקים ו  
 

טו-פסוקים יא  
 

כ-פסוקים טז  
 

כד-פסוקים כא  
 

Any specific KIND of mistakes 
that you noticed the reader 
making a lot?  
Any other notes?  
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Skill #2: עיבריס ,שפה ,עברית ,דקדוק – Whatever you call it – It’s Grammar!  
 

Below you’ll find the conjugation of the shoresh – כ ת ב  

Now practice yourself with the shorashim – ש מ ע ,ל ב ש, and אמר.  Make sure you include נקודות!!  

 

Plural Singular  כ,ת,ב 

Feminine Masculine Feminine Masculine Person Verb Form 
תַבְנוּ ית  בְ תַ כָּ  כָּ  1st 

  עבר
Past Tense 

ן ם כְתַבְתֶּ תַבְתְ  כְתַבְתֶּ תַבְתָּ  כָּ  2nd כָּ
תְבוּ ה כָּ תְבָּ תַב כָּ  3rd כָּ

וֹתבכוֹתְ  יםבכוֹתְ   תבֶּ כוֹתֶּ     כוֹתֵב 

  הווה
Participle/ 

Present 
Tense  

כְתֹב כְתֹב נ   עתיד 1st אֶּ
Future 
Tense 

כְתֹבְנָּה כְתְבוּ ת  י ת  כְתְב  כְתֹ  ת  בת   2nd 
כְתֹבְנָּה כְתְבוּ ת  כְתֹ  י  בת  כְתֹ   בי   3rd 

ה! תְבוּ כְתֹבְנָּ י! כ  תְב    כְתֹב! כ 

 צווי 
Imperative 
(Command) 

כְתוֹב  Infinitive  ל 
 

 

Plural Singular  ל,ב,ש 

Feminine Masculine Feminine Masculine Person Verb Form 

  1st 
  עבר

Past Tense     2nd 
   3rd 

     

  הווה
Participle/ 

Present 
Tense  

  1st עתיד 
Future 
Tense 

    2nd 
    3rd 

     

 צווי 
Imperative 
(Command) 
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  Infinitive 
 

Plural Singular  ש,מ,ע 

Feminine Masculine Feminine Masculine Person Verb Form 
  1st 

  עבר
Past Tense     2nd 

   3rd 

     

  הווה
Participle/ 

Present 
Tense  

  1st עתיד 
Future 
Tense 

    2nd 

    3rd 

     

 צווי 
Imperative 
(Command) 

  Infinitive 
 

 

Plural Singular  א,מ,ר 

Feminine Masculine Feminine Masculine Person Verb Form 

  1st 
  עבר

Past Tense     2nd 

   3rd 

     

  הווה
Participle/ 

Present 
Tense  

  1st עתיד 
Future 
Tense 

    2nd 

    3rd 

     

 צווי 
Imperative 
(Command) 

  Infinitive 
 
 
 



 2016, ספטמבר 6  - ותשע" אלול ג'   מורה האניג
  Skills Worksheet #1  9/10 תנ"ך

  

6 
 

 
 

Now, turn to פרק יד, and find: 

a. 5 verbs that are written in future tense (even if they have a ו ההיפוך turning them into past 

tense). For each one, say whether it’s 1st, 2nd or 3rd person, and whether it’s masculine or 

feminine.  

1) ___________________________   (found in _____ פסוק)  

Person: 1st/2nd/3rd 

Masculine/Feminine  

2) ___________________________   (found in _____ פסוק)  

Person: 1st/2nd/3rd 

Masculine/Feminine  

3) ___________________________   (found in _____ פסוק)  

Person: 1st/2nd/3rd 

Masculine/Feminine  

4) ___________________________   (found in _____ פסוק)  

Person: 1st/2nd/3rd 

Masculine/Feminine  

5) ___________________________   (found in _____ פסוק)  

Person: 1st/2nd/3rd 

Masculine/Feminine  

   

b. 2 verbs that are written in past tense (even if they have a ו ההיפוך turning them into past tense). 

For each one, say whether it’s 1st, 2nd or 3rd person, and whether it’s masculine or feminine.  

1) ___________________________   (found in _____ פסוק)  

Person: 1st/2nd/3rd 

Masculine/Feminine  

2) ___________________________   (found in ק _____פסו )  

Person: 1st/2nd/3rd 

Masculine/Feminine  

 

 

c. 1 verb that’s written in הווה (participle/present tense). Say whether it’s 1st, 2nd or 3rd person, and 

whether it’s masculine or feminine.  

1) ___________________________   (found in _____ פסוק)  

Person: 1st/2nd/3rd 

Masculine/Feminine  
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Skill #3 – Prepositions!  Squirrels and Trees!  
The prepositions below all appear in this פרק. Translate each one and find at least one example of it in 

the פרק.  For each example, copy the phrase from the פסוק (it doesn’t necessarily have to be the entire 

  .(you found it in פסוק but an entire phrase), and cite which ,פסוק

ת  ______________________ -  אֶּ

Example: _____________________________________________________________________________  

 

ל  _______________________ - אֶּ

Example: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 _______________________ - עַל

Example: _____________________________________________________________________________  
 

  _______________________ - ב

Example: _____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 _______________________ - ל

Example: _____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 _______________________ - עד

Example: _____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 ________________________ - מ

Example: _____________________________________________________________________________  
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Skill #4 – Vocabulary from this section  
Look below to find a list of the more common תנ"ך vocabulary words from this section. Use a dictionary 

to look them up. Write the translation of each word next to it. For verbs I have given you the שורש in 

parentheses next to the word to make it easier for you. For ALL words, make sure that you translate all 

parts of the word, not just the שורש, but any prefixes, suffixes, person, tense, etc.  

Word Translation 

Did you 
know this 

word 
before? 

   עֵמֶק

   )מרד(    מָרָדוּ

   )הכה(     וַיַכּוּ

בוּ    )שוב(     וַיָשֻׁ

   )ערך(      וַיַעַרְכוּ

פְלוּ    )נפל(      וַיִּ

        שָמָה

ים שְאָרִּ     וְהַנִּ

   )נוס(      נָסוּ

    רְכֻׁש

   1)נגד(      וַיַגֵד

כֵן    )שכן(        שֹׁ

שְבָה    )שבה(      נִּ

רְדֹׁף    )רדף(       וַיִּ

יב    (2הפעיל –וב ש)       הֵשִּ

קְרָאתוֹׁ       לִּ

נֵה    3)קנה(      קֹׁ

    צָרֶיךָ

י תִּ מֹׁ    ( 4הפעיל –)רום    הֲרִּ

   חוּט

    נַעַל

י    ( 5הפעיל –)עשר   הֶעֱשַרְתִּ

לְעָדַי     בִּ

    רַק

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 The שורש of this word is actually נגד, but it is much better known in its הפעיל form of הגיד.  
 means שב – it means causing someone/something else to do something. For example – בנין is the causative הפעיל 2
to come back, return. השיב means to cause someone/something else to return, come back. A person would be שב 
to the place they had been the day before, but he would be השיב a lost object to its owner.  
3 This word often means to buy, but means something different here.  
4 See footnote #2  
5 See footnote #2  
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Skill #5 – Critical Reading  
1. Read through the פרק in English (this is the only one you should be looking at the English for).  

2. Divide the  פרק into smaller sections based on the content – on what’s going on in the story.  

3. Give each section a descriptive title. There can be multiple ways to divide it, I’m not looking for 

something specific, just something that makes sense. There should be more than 2 sections, 

but less than 12. Beyond that, you should use your judgement.  

4. For each section, think of one question – something that you don’t understand, or that you feel 

is missing, etc. 

 

 

 in section Title Question פסוקים
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Skills #6 – General תנ"ך Knowledge  
Flip through the pages of your תנ"ך to fill out this chart:  

The books should all be written in Hebrew, with נקודות. If you go to the first פסוק of almost every book, 

you’ll find the word written out with נקודות. There are some exceptions that aren’t written at the 

beginning, or that you’ll have to go a few extra פסוקים to find.  

 

 

 תורה נביאים  כתובים

   

   

   

 

חמש 
 מגילות

  

   

   

   

  

 תרי 
 עשר
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Wait, I thought I was done 
Wooohooo!! 1st Set of Skills Workshops Done!! Pat yourselves on the back. 

 

A few follow-up questions:  

1. Rate the difficulty of each skill on this sheet from 1-10 (1= I could have done that in my sleep, 

10= I think you have me confused with a tanakh expert).  Then comment on anything that was 

particularly hard/easy about that section? Any ideas you have about a better way to practice 

this skill in the future? Any other comments…  

a. Skill#1: קריאה    

1) Rating: ________ 

2) Comments: ______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

b. Skill#2: Grammar    

1) Rating: ________ 

2) Comments: ______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

c. Skill#3: Prepositions    

1) Rating: ________ 

2) Comments: ______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

d. Skill#4: Vocabulary    

1) Rating: ________ 

2) Comments: ______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

e. Skill#5: Critical Reading    

1) Rating: ________ 

2) Comments: ______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
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f. Skill#6: General תנ"ך Knowledge    

1) Rating: ________ 

2) Comments: ______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. If you were doing that “Skills Checklist” again, would you change any of the ratings that you 

rated yourself? Explain. Be as specific as possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. In a separate private email to me, please tell me which other students you did each section with 

and what you thought of that person as a chavruta – did it go well? Not so well? Were your skill 

levels comparable or totally different than each other? Was that a good thing or a bad thing? 

Did you work well together? Not well enough? A little too well and you just chatted the whole 

time? Any other info you’d like to give me about chavrutot?  

 

 


