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Topic :   Shevut 
 

 

 



 

There   are    shevut    decrees   that   apply   to   many   different   areas   ­   each   one   is   based   upon   rabbinic   decree. 

Since the Sages themselves instituted these prohibitions as protective measures to prevent violation of Torah                             

law, they could also be lenient in certain cases. This is possible only with regard to rabbinic decrees, but not                                       

with regard to prohibitions that stem from Torah law; as the Sages expressed it: They said [it is prohibited] and                                       

they said [it is permitted in particular circumstances]. For example, in cases of significant need, such as for                                   

the honor of guests or to facilitate Torah study, the Sages permitted several actions that would otherwise have                                   

been prohibited due to muktzeh . Such leniencies also exist with regard to other shevut restrictions, such as                                 

caring for animals on Shabbat. Although there are restrictions due to several relevant rabbinic decrees and                               

concerns, since these are not Torah prohibitions, the Sages were lenient when necessary in order to prevent                                 

significant   monetary   loss   or   to   prevent   animals   from   experiencing   pain. 
 


