They further added shepherds, Gabbaim and
Mochsim. The tax-collectors, at first they felt that
they took what was set for them. But once they saw
that they took extra, they invalidated them...

Said Rav Yehudah, a default shepherd is invalid, a
default Gabbai is Kosher.

Rebbi Zeira’s dad was a Gabbai for 13 years, and
when the mayor would come to town, when he would
see rabbis, he would say: go my nation come into
your rooms. When he saw residents of the city he
would say: the mayor is coming to the city, and now
he will slaughter the father before the son and the son
before the father — and everyone would hide. When
the mayor would come, Rebbi Zeira’s dad would say:
from whom can | collect? When he died, he said take
these 13 coins that | placed in my clothing and return
it to so and so, that I took it from him but I did not
need it.

Topic #1: What did the tax collector do wrong?

e Gemara seems to say, they took extra
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e Democrats (taxes are regressive) or
Republican (taxes are too high?)
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Topic #2: Defining a Gabbai and Moches
e Rashi and Tosfos seem to equate the two, entirely
e Rach —the Gabbai looks like a collector of a set tax, while the
Moches has discretion to adjust tax rate on a person by person basis
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e In truth, the distinction of the Rif, fits with the Rach’s model. Set
taxes (a set toll or tax collection fee) can be over-collected. A
discretionary tax collector (farmer?) is unfair, but (see Rif), legal.
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Topic #3: why is a default tax-collector ok?
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It is harder to take extra when you collect a set

amount, but when you have more discretion, it is

easier to steal extra, (as in the story of his father).
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Topic #4: Dina Demalchusa Dina
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Permitting fibbing but not outright fraud? Potentially, the difference here
is between before the tax has been set and after?

Social Contract:
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King Owns the Land
197 RIPT RNIDYAT RIPTT AR 222210 272 23922 KPI1T7 NIDOIN2 1203 71 29171 10
ORI %2972 DA PIRT 1M 0ONR WA MIXA WYN KD OK 277 017 21971 120 YIRAW
7IP ORW 7VH 2" RPT RNI22AT RIPT 100K 221 72 POMW ORI 95 "KW 97 KD
DR 232 72770 RITW ROX MK 717 RD OK 911 191 0227 DR 12 309 09220 77 097 TR
RIT RNIDYAT RIPTT 1172 ROIIX RI°DT 772170 W vaw S 17720 ORI SRWA 1RY 00177

Divine Right of Kings?
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